
 

 

Welcome to Worship at 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

STORY CITY, IOWA 
February 8, 2015 

 

Mission Statement 
Building Strong Relationships in Christ, 

And Making Him Known to All 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

604 Lafayette Avenue 

Story City, Iowa 

515.733.4972 

Website - www.immanuelstorycity.org 

E-mail - immanuel@iowatelecom.net 
 

 

Ministers – All Members 

Stephen Anenson, Senior Pastor 

Kurt Jensen, Associate Pastor 

Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 
 

The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany                                 February 8, 2015 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 The Prelude                                                     
 The Opening Hymn 
         “God of Grace and God of Glory”                 (v.1,2,4) No. 435 
 The Prayer 
 The Time for Greeting 
  The Announcements 
 The Testimony      “Who's Got the Story Bag?” 
 The Worship Song      “Freely, Freely”                                No. 436 
 

We Hear God’s Word  
 The Lesson – 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

12 
I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me 

strength, that he considered me trustworthy, appointing me to 
his service. 

13 
Even though I was once a blasphemer and a 

persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I 
acted in ignorance and unbelief. 

14 
The grace of our Lord was 

poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love 
that are in Christ Jesus. 

15 
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full 

acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners—of whom I am the worst. 

16 
But for that very reason I 

was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ 
Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for 
those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. 
17 

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, 
be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

  The Gospel – Mark 1:29-39 
29 

As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with 
James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew. 
30 

Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they 
immediately told Jesus about her. 

31 
So he went to her, took 

her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began 
to wait on them. 

32 
That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus 

all the sick and demon-possessed. 
33 

The whole town 
gathered at the door, 

34 
and Jesus healed many who had 

various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he 
would not let the demons speak because they knew who he 
was. 
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35 
Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus 

got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where 
he prayed. 

36 
Simon and his companions went to look for him, 

37 
and when they found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is 

looking for you!” 
38 

Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the 
nearby villages—so I can preach there also. That is why I 
have come.” 

39 
So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching 

in their synagogues and driving out demons. 
 

We Confess Our Faith 
 The Apostles’ Creed                                                      (on screen) 
 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 The Offering 
  The Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                         (on screen) 
 

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 The Anthem        “There is Joy in My Soul”                            Ferrin  
    The Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 The Sermon                                      
  “He Makes All the Difference"                          Pastor Anenson  
      The Hymn           “I Love to Tell the Story”               (v.1,3) No. 444  
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 The Prayers of Praise and Intercession 
 The Lord's Prayer 
 The Benediction 
 The Hymn          “Ye Servants of God”                                  No. 38  
 The Postlude  
 

Organist: Emily Anderson 

Candlelighter: Leila Seaton 

Greeters: Jim & Gloria Oberender 

Ushers: John & Corine Nordeen, Dwayne & Dee Fiihr, Greg  
 Thompson, Shirley Frette 

Reader: Gloria Oberender 

Nursery: 8:25 -9:20 -  
          9:25-10:30 - Tami Corcoran  

Sound Engineer: Brad Waline 

 

Visitors: A special welcome to our guests today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house.  
 

Nursery Facilities. Our newly remodeled and expanded nursery is 
available for use today. Feel free to take your child there during the 
service if needed.  

Today is our monthly Improvement Fund offering. This fund is used 
for capital expenditures to maintain and improve our church 
buildings. You may put your gifts to this fund in the recessional 
offering box in the narthex as you are ushered out. 
 

Next Sunday we will hear from Chuck & Stacie Sneesby during our 
adult education class in the Social Hall at 8:30 A.M. Chuck and Stacie 
serve as missionaries in India. Stacie is the daughter of Wendel & 
Cookie Peterson, former members of Immanuel who owned the 
Viking Motel. Don't miss this opportunity to greet Stacie and hear 
about their important work sharing the Gospel in India. 
 

Everyone is invited to a time of fellowship and refreshments 
downstairs in the Social Hall following the worship service.  
 

Attendance last Sunday: 88 - If you were not able to come to the 
worship service last Sunday because of the snowstorm, we hope you 
will keep that in mind as you share your offering today. 
 

The Riverside Annual Meeting will take place this afternoon. 
Immanuel elected delegates include: Bambi Cerka, Kim Sporleder, 
and Laurie Thompson. 
 

Members planning to attend a Lutheran college in the fall of 2015 
are asked to make the Board of Trustees aware of this fact by this 
Thursday if you would like to be considered for a church scholarship. 
A short letter can be dropped off or e-mailed to the church office. 
 

Youth planning on going to Riverside Bible Camp are reminded 
that registrations postmarked on or before February 15 receive a 
discount. As a member congregation you also receive an additional 
$15 discount. The Immanuel congregation also gives scholarships for 
our youth to attend Riverside - $100 for a full week of camp and $50 
for Alpha Camp. Some of the weeks fill up quickly, so you will want to 
register soon. For the various programs and dates be sure to check 
the Riverside poster on the narthex bulletin board, pick up a copy of 
The Riverside Times from the Welcome Table or the youth bulletin 
board, or check out the Riverside website, www.riversidelbc.org. If 
you are in need of further financial help, please let one of the pastors 
know. We want to give everyone an opportunity to go to camp! 
 

Thanks to the ladies who will serve for the afternoon coffee 
fellowship at Bethany Manor today. 
 

Looking ahead - Our Wednesday night Lenten services will begin on 
Ash Wednesday, February 18 at 7 P.M. Our theme this year is 
"Restored in Christ." 

http://www.riversidelbc.org/


Immanuel has a committee of individuals who serve on our Loaves 
and Fishes Food Pantry Committee. These people take turns helping 
with the food pantry every few months. They help distribute food at 
the food pantry on Saturday mornings from 10 A.M. - 12 noon. If you 
would be willing to help out at the food pantry and would be willing to 
serve on our committee, please contact the church office or Deb 
Lage. A short meeting for all people interested in serving on this 
committee will be held this Thursday, February 12 at 6:30 P.M. in the 
Cornerstone Room.  
 

2015 Lenten Prayer Guide. Our congregation is joining thousands 
of churches during the 40 days leading up to Palm Sunday in praying 

for our community and our world. Seek God for the City 2015 helps 
you pray with biblical hope for others. The booklets are available now 
in the church office and on the table in the narthex—only $3.00 each. 
(Place money in the glass jar.) Free children’s versions are available 
on the table in the narthex, too, so you can pray with your kids! Find 
out more at www.waymakers.org. Join us in prayer each day this 
Lent, and plan to celebrate with us at our Community Prayer Service 
at 7:00 p.m. at the High School auditorium on Palm Sunday, March 
29

th
! The companion app is available for your Smartphone & tablet 

for just $.99—look for it in your app store! 
 

Immanuel Youth Spring Mission Project. Drive Away the Cold 
benefitting Hope Ministries of Iowa. The purpose of Hope Ministries 
is to proclaim and demonstrate the life-changing Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, meeting the spiritual, physical and emotional needs of men, 
women and children who are homeless or in need of hope. Please 
help us drive away the cold for many of Iowa's homeless families! 
The youth of our church will dedicate their spring mission efforts 
toward this great Christian organization helping people in need here 
in central Iowa. You can help them by bringing to church the following 
items. 

 Gently used or new jeans for men and women. 

 Gently used winter clothing, especially coats, boots, shoes 
and gloves. 

 Personal care items: toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs, 
brushes and shampoo. 

Don't forget to take a bottle of "Melted Snow" as our thanks for 
helping and to remind your family to search their closets for clothing 
items. Monetary and clothing donations will be accepted through 
February 22. Someone will be in the narthex today to answer any 
questions or receive your donations. 

 
 

Riverside Bible Camp’s Annual Marriage Retreat - March 6-8, 

2015 (Friday evening through Sunday noon). The Marriage 
Retreat is a time to get away from our normal schedules. Couples will 
enjoy time together, worship, watch skits by the program team and 
have lots of fun, great food, fellowship and laughter.  

Jon & Tiffany Anenson, the speakers, live and share life and 
ministry together in Des Moines. Jon serves as campus pastor for 
Lutheran Church of Hope’s Des Moines campus in the heart of the 
city. In addition to being a wife and mother, Tiffany serves as 
communications coordinator for Hope Des Moines. Jon and Tiffany 
have a passion for seeing men and women come alive in their 
identities in Christ and discover the joy in being “all in” for Him! 
Register online or pick up a registration form from the church office.  
  

Learning Opportunities 

 CORE Class to begin today.  A new 12 session class – CORE – 
will be starting today from 4-6 P.M. in the Cornerstone Room. Over 
the weeks of this course, we will discover together the “core” of the 
Christian faith and what it means to follow Jesus Christ. There will 
be food and fellowship, and a video presentation each week by 
Pastor Jonathan Anenson, who developed the course.     CORE 
was created out of the desire of people who are hungry to know 
their purpose and identity in Christ, and to learn how to follow 
Jesus on a daily basis.  We are excited for what God will do in all of 
us during our time together! Please sign up in the Narthex today. 
Sixteen members have already signed up! 

 You and Me Forever: our new adult education series will continue 
next Sunday in the Cornerstone Room. This seven session Bible 
study series, based on the book from best-selling author Francis 
Chan and Lisa Chan, will challenge you to view your marriage like 
never before. We’ll finish the series after Lent and Easter. To find 
out more, order the book, or download a free copy if you can’t 
afford it, visit www.youandmeforever.org 

 Daily Texts and Bible App: Looking for a way to get into the Bible 
more in 2015? We still have a few more copies of the Daily Texts 
available on the welcome table for $7. Also, the Bible App from 
YouVersion makes it easy to read, watch, listen, and share the 
Bible with others. It even has Plans, which have a Bible passage all 
picked out and waiting for you every day. You can get it (free!) for 
pretty much any mobile device here: www.bible.com/app. 
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Upcoming Events 

 Quilt Tying. We have a half day scheduled for quilt tying this 
Thursday, February 11, from 9 A.M.-12 noon in the Social Hall. 
Come share in the fellowship with others while providing a service to 
people in need. 

 Young Adults Visioning Potluck. How can our group of young 
adults and families better connect with each other and serve 
together? We're going to have a potluck meal and talk about new 
possibilities for our group on Sunday, February 15 at 4:00 P.M. at 
the Jensen’s (324 Elm Avenue). Please RSVP to Pastor Kurt at 
jensku01@gmail.com to let us know how many to expect. Be a part 
of the conversation ahead of time on our Facebook group or by 
email; we’d love to hear your ideas for fun events, service projects, 
and other ways to encourage each other and make a difference! 

 You are invited to come hear the Ames Children's Choir perform on 
Sunday, February 15 at 3:00 P.M. at Elim Lutheran Church in 
Randall. Bring a friend! 

 

 

 
 
 

As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Safety for those who clean our streets and roads during our 
snowy weather. 

We praise God for: 

 Opportunities He gives us to share the Good News with 
people in our everyday lives. 

 

 

Youth Activities 

Middle and High School Youth Group 

Bethany Manor Game Day - TODAY from 2-3PM (for Middle School 

Students) and from 3-4PM (for High School Students) we will be meeting at 

Bethany Manor to play games with the Residents!  They really enjoyed all of 

the Christmas cards we sent them and like it even more when we spend time 

with them.  ** Middle School Students, we will meet at the main entrance of 

Bethany Manor at 2 and then we will be finished by 3PM. If you would like to 

stay until 4, when the High School Students are finished, you are welcome to 

do so. **  This will be a great time!  Thank you in advance for taking time out 

of your busy schedule to put a smile on someone's face this afternoon! 

February 8 - 15, 2015 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

Sunday, February 8 
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
10:30 A.M. Stephen Ministers 
1:30 P.M. Ladies serve at Bethany Manor 
2:00 P.M. MS Youth Group at Bethany Manor 
2:30 P.M. Annual Meeting at Riverside Bible Camp 
3:00 P.M. HS Youth Group at Bethany Manor 
4:00 P.M. "Core" Bible Study 

 

Monday, February 9 
  

Tuesday, February 10 
          9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 
  

Wednesday, February 11 
6:30 P.M. Junior Choir  
6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper for Trinity & Confirmation 
6:45 P.M. Trinity & Confirmation Classes  

   

Thursday, February 12 
8:30 A.M. Women's Weekly Bible Study on Ezekiel  
9:00 A.M.-12 noon     Immanuel Women's Ministry Quilt Tying Work 

Day  
6:30 P.M. Immanuel Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry Committee 

Meeting 
7:00 P.M. Board of Deacons Meeting  
7:00 P.M. Board of Trustees Meeting  
7:45 P.M. Board of Education Meeting  
8:15 P.M. Church Council Meeting  
 

Friday, February 13 
 

Saturday, February 14 
8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 
5:00 P.M. Seasoned Souls Valentine's Dinner at Royal Cafe 

 

Sunday, February 15 
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship - Kingdom Kids Sing (3 year olds - 1st 

graders) 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
10:30 A.M. Service of Holy Communion 
2:30 P.M. Youth Groups at Iowa Wild Hockey Game 
4:00 P.M. "Core" Bible Study 
4:00 P.M. Young Adult Visioning Potluck at Jensen's (324 Elm) 
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